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DETAILED ACTION 



Response to Arguments 
1. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-7& 16-22 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Furthermore, with reference to the applicant's arguments of the independent claims 
1,6,7,1 6,2 1&22, it is pertinent to point out that Okuyama discloses that the cassette memory unit 
33 is capable of sending and receiving data to and from the I/F circuit 31, and is designed to be 
able to send and receive data to and from the program guide GUI generating part 25 of the TV2 
through the I/F circuits 21, 31 and the 1394 cable 5. In col.4, line 5 to col.5, line 47, Okuyama 
discloses how a user using a remote control means, for example, can request for a program to be 
recorded. With the functioning of the controller 26 the requested program is extracted through 
the demultiplexer 12 and recorded in the recording/reproducing unit 32 of the VTR 3, for 
example. Since the cassette memory unit 33 is capable of sending and receiving data to and from 
the I/F circuit 31, and is designed to be able to send and receive data to and from the program 
guide GUI generating part 25 of the TV2 through the I/F circuits 21, 31 and the 1394 cable 5, it 
would have been obvious that the VTR 3 can send relevant information of a program when 
requested via I/F circuit 31 and I/F circuit 21, at the requested time, in order to maintain the 
efficiency of the Okuyama system. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1-7&16-22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Okuyama (US 6,289,169). 

Regarding claim 1, Okuyama discloses an apparatus for and a method of displaying 
recorded contents preferred to program guide information on digital broadcast, comprising: 

a) first extraction means for extracting content information of the program (see Fig.l; 
demultiplexer 12 and the transport stream; col.6, lines 18-25; and col. 7, lines 14-19 and "the 
Olympic games highlights" as the transport stream); 

b) second extraction means for extracting relevant information of the program (see Fig.l; 
demultiplexer 12 and the SIT stream; col.6, lines 18-25; and col.7, lines 14-19); 

c) first output means (see Fig.l and I/F circuit 13 of STB 1) for outputting the content 
information extracted by the first extraction means to the other information processing apparatus 
(see Fig.l and VTR 3) via the network (see Fig.l and cable 5 which is IEEE-1394 network) so 
that the content information is recorded in a« first recording medium (see recording medium of 
the recording/reproducing unit 32) of the other information processing apparatus (see col.col.7, 
lines 19-30); 

d) conversion means for converting the relevant information extracted by the second 
extraction means into a format in which the information can be processed by the other 
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information processing apparatus (see Fig.l, I/F circuit 13 which converts the inputted stream 
into an isochronous packet and transmits it to cable 5; col.6, lines 25-30; and col.7, lines 14-19; 
the EIT data is "converted" to the IEEE- 1394 format for delivery to cassette memory 33); 

e) receiving means for receiving an instruction to send relevant information of the 
program from the other information processing apparatus via the network at a timing at which 
the relevant information is extracted reliably (see Fig.l ; controller 26, EIT data of program 
recorded in the cassette memory unit 33; col.5, lines 54-61; col.8, lines 1-31), here Okuyama 
discloses that the cassette memory unit 33 is capable of sending and receiving data to and from 
the I/F circuit 31, and is designed to be able to send and receive data to and from the program 
guide GUI generating part 25 of the TV2 through the I/F circuits 21, 31 and the 1394 cable 5. In 
col.4, line 5 to col.5, line 47), Okuyama discloses how a user using a remote control means, for 
example, can request for a program to be recorded. With the functioning of the controller 26 the 
requested program is extracted through the demultiplexer 12 and recorded in the 
recording/reproducing unit 32 of the VTR 3, for example. 

As discussed above, since the cassette memory unit 33 is capable of sending and 
receiving data to and from the I/F circuit 31, and is designed to be able to send and receive data 
to and from the program guide GUI generating part 25 of the TV2 through the I/F circuits 21,31 
and the 1394 cable 5, it would have been obvious that the VTR 3 can send relevant information 
of a program when requested via I/F circuit 31 and I/F circuit 21, at the requested time, in order 
to maintain the efficiency of the Okuyama system: and 

e) second output means (see Fig.l and I/F circuit 31) for outputting the relevant 
information (GUI, which is part of SIT) whose format is converted by the conversion means to 
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the other information processing apparatus via the network (cable 5 of Fig. 1) so that the relevant 
information whose format is converted by the conversion means is recorded in a second 
recording medium (see Fig.l and memory unit 33 of VTR 3) of the other information processing 
apparatus in response to the instruction (see Fig.l, I/F circuit 21 and I/F circuit 31; col.7, lines 
14-41 and col. 8, lines 18-31). 

Regarding claim 2, Okuyama discloses wherein the network comprises an IEEE 1394 
serial bus (see Fig.l, cable 5; col.4, lines 20-25 and col.6, lines 25-37). 

Regarding claim 3, Okuyama discloses wherein the first recording medium is a video 
cassette (see Fig.l; VTR 3 and cassette tape in VTR 3; col.7, lines 19-30). 

Regarding claim 4, Okuyama discloses cassette memory unit 33 (second recording 
medium) attached to the VTR 3. The cassette memory unit 33 is designed to read information 
written in a cassette memory mounted in a tape cassette and also able to write information from 
the recording/reproducing unit 32 in a cassette memory unit 33 (see Fig.l, MIC cassette memory 
33 which is attached to a VTR 3; col.2, lines 43-52; col.5, lines 47-65 and col. 12, lines 40-60). 
Okuyama fails to explicitly disclose wherein the second recording medium is an IC card. 
Official Notice is taken that it is well known in the art to employ IC cards for storing data, and it 
is also well known in the art that an IC card is a detachable memory device. Therefore, it would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to embody memory unit 33 as an IC card in 
order to provide a detachable memory unit. 
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Regarding claim 5, Okuyama discloses wherein the relevant information contains at least 
one of the title, provider information, provider name, a genre code, the recorded position in the 
first recording medium, the recording start date and time, and the number of updates (see col.6, 
lines 1-4). 

Regarding claim 6, the claimed limitations of claim 6 are accommodated in the 
discussions of claim 1 above. 

Regarding claim 7, the claimed limitations of claim 7 are accommodated in the 
discussions of claim 1 above, including computer-readable recording medium (see Fig. 8, PC 63; 
col. 11, lines 60-67). 

Regarding claim 16, Okuyama discloses an apparatus for and a method of displaying 
recorded contents preferred to program guide information on digital broadcast, comprising: 

a) first acquiring means for acquiring a first instruction from the other information 
processing apparatus via the network (see user remote controller in col.5, lines 7-17; col.5, lines 
54-60, and claim 1 discussions); 

b) first recording means for recording content information of the program supplied from 
the other information processing apparatus via the network into a first recording medium on the 
basis of the first instruction acquired by the acquiring means (see Fig.l, the 
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recording/reproducing unit 32 of VTR 3; col.5, lines 38-47 ; and claim 1 discussions, wherein an 
instruction is sent for relevant information); 

c) second acquiring means for acquiring a second instruction from the other information 
processing apparatus via the network (see col.5, lines 54-60 and claim 1 discussion above, 
wherein an instruction is sent for program information, for example); 

d) output means for outputting a third instruction of sending relevant information of the 
program to the other information processing apparatus via the network at a timing at which the 
relevant information is extracted reliably and third acquiring means for acquiring the relevant 
information of the third instruction (see Fig.l; I/F circuit 31 and I/F circuit 21 and claim 1 
discussions above; 

e) second recording means for recording relevant information of the program into a 
second recording medium which is attached to the first recording medium on the basis of the 
second instruction acquired by the second acquiring means and for recording the relevant 
information of the program acquired by the third acquiring means into a second recording 
medium (see Fig.l, cassette memory unit 33 of VTR 3; col.5, lines 61-65 and col.7, lines 31-40) . 

It is pertinent to note that, as Okuyama discloses tha the cassette memory unit 33 is 
capable of sending and receiving data to and from the I/F circuit 31 , and is designed to be able 
to send and receive data to and from the program guide GUI generating part 25 of the TV2 
through the I/F circuits 21,31 and the 1394 cable 5 and to write GUI data on a cassette memory 
(see col.5, lines 54-61 and claim 1 discussions above). 
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Regarding claim 17, the claimed limitations of claim 17 are accommodated in the 
discussions of claim 2 above. 

Regarding claim 18, the claimed limitations of claim 18 are accommodated in the 
discussions of claim 3 above. 

Regarding claim 19, the claimed limitations of claim 19 are accommodated in the 
discussions of claim 4 above. 

Regarding claim 20, the claimed limitations of claim 20 are accommodated in the 
discussions of claim 5 above. 

Regarding claim 21, the claimed limitations of claim 21 are accommodated in the 
discussions of claim 16 above. 

Regarding claim 22, the claimed limitations of claim 22 are accommodated in the 
discussions of claim 21 above, including computer-readable recording medium (see Fig.8, PC 
63; col. 11, lines 60-67). 
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Conclusion 



4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Christopher O. Onuaku whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
7379. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:30-6:00. 



supervisor, James Groody can be reached on 571-272-7950. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



a. 



If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 




COO 



6/24/05 




' iames J. Groody 
Supervisory Patent Examiner 
ArtUnW 2&(^ 



